
 Fargo Billiards & Gastropub 

Anatomy of a Sunday Tournament 
 Because the Sunday Handicapped 8-Ball Tournament at Fargo Billiards is like 

no tournament youôll find anywhere else, weôve chosen to drill into one, the July 

10, 2011 tournament, dissect it, and show you whatôs inside.  If youôre a player in 

the Fargo area, youôll know some of the cast of characters here. 

 

The ñSunday Tournamentò occurs every Sunday at noon. 

Handicaps? 

We host other tournaments with no handicaps.  In those tournaments, the 

dedicated players who have worked hard to hone their skills are rewarded with 

better finishes.  This tournament is different.  With no apologies, this tournament 

is handicapped sufficiently to give everyone a fair shake at placing or even 

winning.  Whether youôre a seasoned veteran or youôve just picked up the game, 

this tournament will give you the chance to win matches, to feel the pressure 

build as you get further along, and to experience the major thrills and 

disappointments that a pool tournament can offer. 

Central to our format is our system of Fargo Ratings.  These are ratings for each 

player that change with every game played in league or tournaments that allow 



us to predict the most likely outcome between any two players.  Both players 

chances of winning a game depends only on the difference between their 

ratings.   

On any Sunday 

On Sunday July 10, 2011, a beautiful summer Sunday in Fargo, seventeen 

players paid $20 to enter the tournament.  The rules are BCA Pool League rules, 

and theyôre posted.  But if youôre new to the tournament or new to the rules, have 

no fear; others will help you and tell you what you need to know.   The prize fund 

was $15 from each entry ($255) plus $100 added by Fargo Billiards, so $355 total. 

The chart below shows the end of the story.  It is a list of the players sorted by 

rating, and it shows the results of the tournament.  In particular, it demonstrates 

the winners come pretty randomly across the rating spectrum.   

  FIRST NAME  LAST NAME  FARGO RATING  PLACE PRIZE MONEY 

Mike Page 603    

Bruce Wheeler 571   

Patrick Weyaus 541 4 $35 

Mo Bashir  515   

Ron Fairbanks 488   

Simon Day 475   

Prad Rana 470 3 $60 

Mark Nystrom 467   

Jeremy White 441 5/6 $20 

Larry Wentz 430 1 $130 

Kim Bromley  409 2 $90 

Chuck Solly 392   

Jeremy Somers 380   

Travis Burnside 374 5/6 $20 

Michael Welle 353   

Austin Monson 314   

Mary Tuttle 218   

 

The players are placed randomly into a double elimination tournament chart, and 

the matches are called according to Chart 10 on the next page.  So, for example, 

Mike Page (603) matched up against Jeremy White (441) in the first round.  Mike 

is 161 points above Jeremy, so according to Chart 10, Mike must win 7 games to 



win the match, and Jeremy must win 3 games to win the match.  This match 

came down to the last game, with Mike at 6 and Jeremy at 2.  We call that a ñhill-

hillò situation, with both players about to crest the hill.  Jeremy won the match.  

 More than one third (11 out of 32) of the matches in this tournament went hill-

hill.    Thatôs a lot, and itôs a consequence of Chart 10 and the Fargo Ratings. 

Tournament Match Chart 10 

Rating Difference Higher-rated player goes to Lower-rated player goes to 

   

0 ï 34 5 5 

35 ï 62 5 4 

63 ï 80 6 4 

81 ï 109 5 3 

110 ï 131 6 3 

132 ï 175 7 3 

176 ï 199 8 3  

200 ï 219 7 2 

220 ï up 8 2 

 

Another first-round matchup was Mike Welle (353) versus Mary Tuttle (218).  The 

135-point gap leads once again (Chart 10) to a 7-3 matchup.  Mike needed to win 

7 before Mary won 3.  And he did, winning by a score of 7 to 1.   Still another 

matchup was Pradhuman Rana (470, shown below) versus Jeremy Somers (380).  

The 90-point gap meant  Prad would need to win 5 games before Jeremy won 3.  

Prad prevailed by a score of 5-2. 

 



The tournament began at noon, and by about 5 pm, the field had been whittled 

down to just the six players who were placing ñin the moneyò on that day. 

Of the 32 matches that comprised this tournament (about 300 games of 8-ball), 

16 were won by the lower-rated player, and 16 were won by the higher-rated 

player.  

 

The bottom line is to win the Sunday Tournament at Fargo Billiards requires you 

have a good day by the standard set by you.  To place in this tournament, you 

must bring your own ñA game,ò whatever that is. 

 


